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Note to the Technical Committee, Stefano Sirri and Piet Saarberg

Rule 8 and Box Rule 2007  Report of the SACA AGM 24.01.2009

1. Starting point of discussion

- The SACA Committee organised a vote to its Fleet Members proposing an updated  

   “Box Rule 2009” in December 2008, serving as discussion basis also for the IACA WGM 2009. Only 15 return-answers ((9 YES, 5 N0 (of which 3 preferred Landy’s proposal) with 1 abstention)) came in. This was communicated prior to the WGM to Piet and Luc Dubois.


- Luc Dubois (with curved daggerboards) made a report of his experiences and observations at the Worlds. His conclusion was that the lifting effect and advantage between canted and curved daggerboards is not as relevant as expected and that if there is an advantage (small), then only with stronger wind conditions.

   According to Luc the decisive factor in the results is the skill and experience of the sailor and in a secondly the design of the boat and rig, the final classification of the worlds in AUS shows this clearly. In addition the 2 top sailors Nathan Outteridge (49er World Champion) and Tom Slingby (Laser World Champion) even finished 11th resp. 14th in this extremely competitive fleet with comparatively old boats. 


A surprise was that Goran Marström, having been vehemently against curved boards, did not hesitate long before producing two boats for the AUS worlds.

- The cost difference for new boats between canted and curved boards is small and to change an existing boat to curved daggerboards would amount to approx. CHF 3’500.-- resp.. € 2’350.-- (example Scheurer) that is considerably less than the replacement a few years ago Aluminium masts to Carbon masts which gave the A-Class a real push! By the way the price-increase for a new boat with curved daggerboards amounts to only CHF 1’200.-- resp. € 800.--, being reasonable considering all the development costs an the new molds.

- The SACA AGM attendees were informed that the IACA WGM have decided that the Technical Commission will submit a new proposal for Rule 8 within 3 months to be voted upon afterwards with a Ballot.

2. Discussion at the SACA General Meeting

- It became obvious that most attendants at the SACA AGM doubt that an A-Cat with lifting features (“Hydrofoils”) would successfully fly respectively be faster on today’s racing courses than a conventional boat. A catamaran poses a totally different set of problems to a monohull in this respect. Even the effect of controlling sensors (similar to the Moth) would be questionable, besides the negative impact of seagrass or other floating objects that we are frequently encountering in races!

- The experiences with the original Rule 8 imposed many years ago and even with the Box Rule 2007 have not led to an significant change in the class except for endless discussions and insecurity amongst sailors and builders.

- The A Division Class is a construction class and the vast majority are of the opinion that it should remain so without to many limitations.

- The question came up what would happen if the Ballot with the new proposal should be rejected. Would the “status quo” with the existing Rule 8 and the Box Rule 2007 remain or the Rule 8 with the Box Rule 2007 completely eliminated? The discussion indicated a removal of both rules!

3. Vote at the SACA General Meeting

   A vote between the 14 attendants of the meeting was taken with following result:

- 13 against any limitation i.e. no Rule 8 and Box Rule 2007 and enable further   

   developments preserving the original ISAF resp. IYRU concept.

-  2 abstentions

Remarks: The participation at General Meeting is sometimes disappointing and might reflect the complete faith into the SACA Committee (??) or there is just not enough interest in the scheduled subject of the agenda considering the perfect skiing conditions! The 5 NO-voters of the December vote were not present, but would not have changed the result of the vote at the assembly.  

